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Introductory Address
DELIVERED AT THE OPENING OF
ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL MEDICAL SCHOOL,
SESSION 1865-66.
BY GEORGE D. POLLOCK, F.R.C.S. ENG.
SURGEON TO THE HOSPITAL.
GENTLEMEN,&mdash;It is the custom at St. George’s Hospital, at
the commencement of the winter session, to assemble together
and inaugurate the course of study with a lecture of an intro-
ductory character. It is a custom perhaps as useful as undoubt-
edly it is ancient. It serves to bring together the teachers and
their pupils; and while it gives to the one an opportunity to
convey some amount of encouragement, perhaps also a small
amount of advice, to those who for the first time sit within
these walls, it marks for the other the starting-point of that
race which will terminate, with success let us hope, in the
practice of their profession.
However unequal to the task, I feel that the honour of
representing the School of St. George’s Hospital is this day
entrusted to me. It will be my endeavour to point out to you
some of its advantages, and to prove that it possesses abundant
means to furnish that high education requisite for the profes-
sion of your choice. My aim is to convince you that our hos-
pital is not only worthy of your selection as a place of instruc-
tion and learning, not only that it is equal to all your require-
ments, but that it is rich in instances of character which add
to its renown, which should stimulate you in your future
studies, and which shall satisfy you there need be no fear of
your prosperous progress as far as opportunity is concerned, or
so far as we are able to afford materials for study and success.
My proof rests on the lives and labours of those who are
second to none in the history of Medicine; who take rank
only among the highest and noblest of our noble profession.
You who for the most part are unknown to us I select as
my especial auditors, and to you I wish to give that welcome
of encouragement and assistance which has ever been freely
placed at the service of the pupils by their teachers in this
school. Gentlemen, let me assure you that, from the moment
you enter here, your prospects and progress will depend on
the manner in which you commence and continue your future
studies.
In the outset of your London career, and in the commence-
ment of your studies at St. George’s, the first impressions of
your conduct, the first insight into your acquaintance may
lead to friendships which may materially influence your future
life. I therefore ask you to consider well your conduct and
your conversation; and until you breathe with freedom this
atmosphere, and tread with familiarity the steps of this hos-
pital, be careful and circumspect ; watch and wait to see of
what stuff the men are made with whom you mingle. And
let the tenour of your way be such, that hereafter you shall
have no occasion to regret intimacies once made, or any act of
which you may have been the author.
The history of this hospital, under whose banner you are to
commence the approaching struggle-the study of your profes-
sion-is of some interest, and may be shortly told. In 1719,
when Hyde-park-corner was a rural district, an infirmary was
established in Westminster for the relief of the sick poor. The
building was in Petty France, and so beneficial and so much
appreciated was the medical assistance afforded there, that in
a few years it could no longer sufficiently meet the wants of
the sick asking comfort at its doors. The charity, moreover,
prospered in funds, insomuch that the managers determined to
seek greater accommodation. They succeeded in obtaining the
lease of Lanesborough House at Hyde-park-corner, where the
hospital now stands. Shortly afterwards the governors of the
charity were enabled to extend their views, and purchased the
freehold of the ground. They thus settled this charity on a
permanent foundation-one, let us hope, which will endure so
long as humanity requires the aid of skill and science-which
will flourish in proportion to the benefits conferred, and be in-
strumental, as a medical school, to raise up men to do honour
to the institution, to be ornaments to their profession, to be
thorough workers in the field of science, and true benefactors.
to their fellow-men. With the growth of the institution are
connected names, bright examples in our profession, and illus-
trious by their writings and their deeds-names I wish to
impress on your minds, to prove to you, that work, and work
alone, with the materials afforded here, will enable a man, to
a certainty, hereafter to raise himself to independence, if not
to distinction.
The satisfactory prosperity of this hospital from its com-
mencement to the present time I ascribe in no small degree to,
the reputation and influence of many who were formerly con-
nected with it as part of its medical staff. It can boast of no
State endowments nor of civic patronage, similar to those of the
Royal hospitals, administered by the liberal hands of the.
Corporation of London. Nor does it owe its prosperity to any
princely benefactor, like him who immortalized his name as
the munificent founder of Guy’s. It has worked its way slowly
and satisfactorily, and satisfactorily chiefly because it secured.
for its staff men distinguished in our profession ; successful in,
sustaining its character as an hospital, and enabled to enhance
its reputation and usefulness by furnishing within it a system
of scientific medical education.
Foremost amongst them is a name honoured by the whole
world of science, and ever to be gratefully remembered by us
here, as a student and surgeon of St. George’s Hospital. I’
speak of John Hunter. Within forty years of the foundation
of this charity, John Hunter became a pupil of this hospital.
He was house-surgeon in 1756, and subsequently held the
office of surgeon till his death, a period of some twenty-five
years. He died suddenly in the hospital in which he had
laboured so hard to serve his fellow-men, and had achieved so
much for fame. To most of us the history of John Hunter has
been so often related that what I speak of is no novelty. But
as I address many who come here fresh to all that relates to-
our studies, it may serve a good purpose ; it cannot be time
lost if I speak to certain points illustrative of this great man’s.
career-rather as a lesson of instruction and encouragement,
that you may attempt, even though at a much lower level, to
"go and do likewise." John Hunter was the son of a small’
Scotch farmer. Before commencing his studies in London, he
for a time resided with a brother-in-law, a cabinet-maker in
Glasgow, and there he so dexterously handled the tools of his
trade, that it is said much of his success as a dissector, and
even his skill as an operator, might be ascribed to his appren-
ticeship. But his genius and energy were soon to be turned to
a more noble work. He came to London to study under his.
brother, Dr. William Hunter, already distinguished as an ana-
tomist. Though John Hunter subsequently eclipsed his brother
in many respects, it should never be forgotten to what an
extent the younger was indebted to the elder brother. " It
was under his tuition and patronage," says an eloquent writer,
" that the more peculiar talents of his brother were first.
elicited and cherished, and to his example and instructions we
are greatly indebted for the many advantages which have
flowed down through him to us. And should his fame either-
now or hereafter be equalled or surpassed, we must still recol-
lect that the star which announces the approach of the morn-
ing is not the less to be admired because it is the harbinger of
a better and more perfect light in which its own will be lost."
In the dissecting-room, on active service with the army at
Belleisle, and in Portugal in 1761 and 1762, and in the wards
of old St. George’s, Hunter was ever at work. His more inti-
mate associations with the hospital have not been the subject
of particular commentary. But there can be no doubt it was
owing to opportunities gained and experience confirmed here
that he was enabled to establish that revolution in the practice
of surgery which, since his time, has made such rapid strides
towards improvement and simplicity. Hunter’s writings live
as works worthy of your constant and closest study. The pre--
parations formed by him for his museum, now in the posses-
sion of the College of Surgeons, tell of the wonderful amount
of labour endured and of time devoted to carry out the objects
of his ambition, and illustrate some of the most important
discoveries in physiology, natural history, and pathology. In
his life you have an instance of determined energy and intense
honesty of purpose overcoming difficulties of no ordinary de-
scription, enabling him to attain to the highest rank as a sur-
geon, and to the most enduring and exalted position as a phy-
siologist and naturalist.
We as surgeons must especially associate the name of Hunter
with his improved treatment of popliteal aneurism-an opera-
tion which was the result of long-continued investigation of
the laws which govern the circulation, and of extensive phy-
siological research-an operation still adopted when compres-- --
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sion of the artery docs not suffice, or when flexion of the limb
is neither practicable nor safe. In alluding to the latter method
of treatment, it affords me much pleasure to mention that this
simple and extremely practical proposal originated with one of
our former pupils, Mr. Ernest Hart, now ophthalmic surgeon
to St. Mary’s Hospital.
In alluding to John Hunter in connexion with St. George’s
Hospital, my object has been rather to point a moral than
adorn a tale. Look at the character of the man : remember
his humble position as a boy, his eminent success in science
and practice in after life. And what was the secret of his suc-
cess ? Work - that dogged determination and indomitable
endurance for work which he brought with him from his native
land, and which has raised so many of his countrymen to place
and honour. It was the best legacy, and the only one, he
carried from his father’s humble dwelling ; better, far better,
than the smiles of titled patrons, or the helping hands of
monied friends-the sure ladder to raise him aloft; and it
placed him on that high pinnacle which will render his name
illustrious as long as surgery is a science, and science holds a
seat in the estimation of man. In the first volume of Hunter’s
works you may read a copy of an autograph letter-that he
solicits the votes of the governors of this hospital in behalf of
his nephew and pupil, Dr. Baillie, for the vacant office of Iphysician.
Baillie, the son of John Hunter’s sister, entered as a pupil
here in 1780. Seven years afterwards he was elected phy-
sician to this hospital. His advantages were, for those days,
great. He assisted William Hunter in preparing subjects for
his lectures, and continued after his uncle’s death to teach
anatomy for some years, and therein no doubt laid the best
foundation for his able researches in morbid anatomy. The
nephew of William and John Hunter-the son-in-law of Den-
man, the distinguished accoucheur, and the brother-in-law of
one of the most accomplished lawyers of his day,-the path to
success might have been considered smooth, simple, and cer-
tain to one satisfied to wait for practice by trusting to patron-
age and the common chapter of accidents associated with
such connexions. But Baillie was not the man to sleep in the
satisfaction that family connexions could secure professional
success, unless personal exertions and a, thorough knowledge
of anatomy and medicine could justify the public to commit
their lives to his keeping. Nor was he content to float placidly
on that smooth stream which sooner or later might have car- Iried him to the harbour of competence. He cast aside all idle
conjecture ; he made good the foundation on which to build a
superstructure, by which not only his practice should be
soundly secured, but by which his reputation should be handed
down to posterity. Fifteen years after Baillie first stepped
the wards of this hospital he produced his work on Morbid
Anatomy&mdash;-a work of great value, and the accuracy of which
still entitles it to our highest confidence. This short notice of
Baillie, is to point out the instance of a man who, not trusting
to chances, however much in his favour, made certain of his
success by the strength of his work and the completeness of 
his studies. The private character of Baillie, however, is not
the consideration here. I mark his name on this occasion as
a light by which you may be guided; and though you may
not all succeed in storing so rich a harvest, your steady efforts
to follow in the path that that beacon directs will assuredly
bring forth good fruit in its season. "The race is to the
swift." In the race that you should run you cannot fail to
procure a good position. " The battle is to the strong." The
battle that you should fight may not result in complete victory,
but rest assured that to you the combat will not prove in-
glorious.
Though proud of Hunter as one of ourselves; though we
extol Baillie for the work he did here,-we and all the world
owe a debt of gratitude to a distinguished pupil of this hospital.
Certainly one of the greatest of human benefactors was Edward
Jenner.
The son of a country clergyman, Jenner became a pupil at
this hospital in 1770. He was a pupil of John Hunter, and
many letters found among Jenner’s papers tell the tale that
each was highly appreciated by the other. The intimacy
of the two marks the instinctive feeling, so often seen, of a
strong and irresistible attraction in the positive poles of genius
towards each other. Of Jenner’s career at this hospital I
gather little information. He was constant in his attendance
at Hunter’s lectures, and especially devoted to the study of
natural history. Though he had offers which to many would
have possessed irresistible attractions, and were in themselves
highly eligible, Jenner, on the completion of his studies in
London, acted upon a long-entertained determination to prac-
tise in his native town. There is something so interesting, so
grand in its results, in this determination of Jenner to turn
away from the attractions of London, and to settle down to
practise in the place of his birth, that I cannot refrain from
drawing your especial notice to it. It was there ordained, for
the benefit of mankind, that the perseverance and study of this
man should work out the great discovery of his life, and that
in a locality in which perhaps alone existed the opportunities
and the means of establishing its value. His fame was not the
result of chance patronage or of worldly influence. He retired
to pursue his profession in a quiet provincial district-a lot
which may be the portion of many present, and to you there-
fore is this great man’s career more especially instructive.
The work of Jenner’s life you may with advantage study for
yourselves. I mention him here to prove that, as a pupil of
St. George’s, he adds lustre to our institution; that as a coun-
try practitioner, he is an illustrious instance of a man seizing a
chance incidentally thrown in his way, which by hard work
and patient investigation he converted into a magnificent prize,
and which many had overlooked or might have misunderstood.
Jenner’s great work still lives. It is impossible to speak too
highly of the patient merit with which he toiled, and reasoned,
and experimented, before he stated his views on the import-
ance 
and value of vaccination. He never allowed opposition
to become a personal consideration; he never permitted ob-
stacles to influence his determination to investigate the truth
of his suppositions. But, with the prejudice he had to oppose
and overcome, he could never have succeeded in establishing
the value of his discovery had it not been for his honest con-
viction of the truth of his views, backed by a powerful capacity
for investigation and rightminded determination to work them
out. In 1796 he had the opportunity of fully and effectually
testing the intrinsic virtues of vaccination. More than twenty
years had he thought on and experimented in the subject.
His life is a great lesson. His discovery marks him as one of the
greatest benefactors to mankind. We cannot compare him in
greatness of intellect with Hunter, or attribute to him those
high qualities of mind which made the latter so eminent as a
physiologist and naturalist. But Jenner was a great benefactor
- an enlightened benefactor; not conferring a chance benefit,
but one of which he knew the value. He discovered it, because
he was a keen and accurate observer of nature. He saw but
a hint, anticipated what it might lead to, traced it to its
source, and established an important truth of inestimable
value. His successful researches should make us bow with
gratitude and thankfulness that we have been permitted to
partake of its benefits. Thousands have come and gone who
have been blessed by his exertions, and have passed unscathed
and undisfigured through the fury of that pestilence which,
before Jenner’s time, desolated homes and decimated popula-
tions. Millions yet unborn will come, grow up, and bear evi-
dence to his grand discovery; and generation to generation,
may hand down the fact, that a humble but honest, a simple
but earnest worker in our profession, grasping a fact from the
mysterious and wonderful workings of nature, so truthfully
investigated and experimented upon it, that it placed him
among the greatest and the most unselfish benefactors of the
human race.
Last, but not least, is one of modern days-one with whom
many of us have held intercourse here-one who not long
since taught from whence I now address you: I speak of Sir
Benjamin Brodie. Brodie was not only a pupil here, but he
held office as assistant and surgeon to the hospital above a
period of thirty years. His advent was, perhaps, under more
favourable circumstances than that of many who enter the
medical profession. Related to Baillie, to Denman, to Croft-
men who enjoyed in a high degree, as they well deserved, the
public confidence,-and the friend of Sir Ed. Home, Brodie
might readily have secured competence had he merely "trimmed
his sails to every passing breeze," or allowed his vessel to float
as the tidal influences of patrons might have directed it. But
he was made of sterner and harder stuff than to take things
easily. Work was his second nature. With a small, spare frame
of body, he was endowed with great activity and untiring
energy of mind. He was intensely devoted to his profession;
unremitting and most punctual in the discharge of his hospital
duties. He was ever a willing teacher; an impressive clinical
instructor. His long and active life was devoted to science,.
and to the cultivation of. physiology and surgery. But with
us, and probably with the whole profession, his name is more
especially associated with his work " On the Diseases of the
Joints." A more accurate, treatise on this subject could not
have been given to the profession; nor does later experience
add much material to the. pathology of the subject. It cannot
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be otherwise. The patient study of disease at the bedside, vered at his private theatre. The subjects of lecture were
and the investigation of its results in the dead-house; the care- always obtained surreptitiously, and at great cost, often the
ful and correct record of his observations; the honest opinions result of violence, occasionally the proceeds of murder, and
he arrived at, and noted after long-continued and extensive always through dealings with the lowest of mankind. To
experience; the simple and clear language in which his infor- gather learning under such difficulties was surely to deserve
mation and thoughts are conveyed to the reader,-these are success. With the advantages now placed at your feet, is to
the qualities which have long placed the stamp of approval on command it. You come to study at an hospital, the selection
Brodie’s work, and which secure it still the position of a work of which, I have the experience to vouch, will confer upon you
of reference on the diseases of which it treats. Take the in your after life the utmost satisfaction ; will afford while you
trouble to study this work; take the pains to verify his obser- study here every opportunity of improvement and many hours
vations on the living or the dead, and your inquiries will sub- of happiness.
stantiate his views and conclusions. His writings are based With 350 beds, we have annually under treatment above
on researches the most accurate in character; and as the varie- 4000 sick in the wards, and about 16,000 in the out-patients’
ties of disease affecting bones and joints are not new-born with department-an ample field for practical study and pathological
each succeeding age, so Brodie’s observations will be held in research-more than sufficient to qualify you, if you care to
authority for years to come. The combination of charac- work it, for every responsibility with which you may hereafter
teristics such as Brodie possessed ensured him in early life an be entrusted.
amount of public confidence and success hardly to be surpassed In an adjoining room is a museum worthy your best atten-
and rarely to be equalled. Hard work and constant study of tion. In it are the products of Brodie’s labours, illustrative of
his profession were the true sources of his early success; and the pathology of the urinary organs, the joints, and the mam-
though he might have received important aid from others in a mary gland. It contains a valuable collection of various sub-
position to help, Brodie’s work ensured Brodie’s success. He jects in surgical pathology, the work of Caesar Hawkins. You
made himself ready for the opportunity: it came; he never may there find evidence to compare with and confirm the
lost hold of it. He died full of years and full of honour. observations of Baillie. You may there examine a series of
Honoured by his sovereign, respected by the public, tested and dissections illustrating the nervous system of the gravid uterus
so trusted by his craft, he had occupied the highest chairs -the work that has made the name of Robert Lee eminent in
which science and surgery afford. He leaves behind him the his department of practice. And last, though not least, you
bright example that intense love of a profession and deter- may refer to a series of records which tell the history and post-
mined devotion to duty may surely secure reputation, inde- mortem conditions of many thousand cases, which are always
pendence, and even honour. As one who listened while he open to your inspection, and will confirm or contradict your
lectured here, and who gleaned much from the practical lessons speculations on disease in accordance with their value and
he inculcated in the wards of this hospital, I have ventured to truthfulness.
pay this tribute of respect to him whose whole heart was in In our library our school is not unrepresented. On its
his work; who always aimed to throw light on the principles, shelves are some of the stores gathered from these fields of
and who in many respects succeeded in advancing the prac- investigation, alike creditable to our hospital and to those who
tice, of surgery. mark the title-pages with their names. The student’s standard
The lesson you have to learn from the career of those of companion, "Gray’s Anatomy," will aid you in the subject of
whom I have spoken is that earnest work and honesty of pur- which it treats. Its author, a pupil and once a lecturer here,
pose in the pursuit of your profession are the certain means of was untimely cut off in the commencement of a promising
gaining success. Hard work and scant repose must be the career-a victim to that disease which Jenner strove so hard
self-imposed conditions under which alone you can hope sue- to master and did so much to mitigate. On the same shelves
cessfully to grapple with the chances of distinction, or claim is a work highly useful as a reference when you enter the
the favours of fortune. It has been well said by a public medical wards and seek to acquire an estimate of disease-a
writer that " these are the conditions under which every text-book for every student: I allude to " Barclay on Dia-
public man in England sustains his notoriety or holds his gnosis." You may also study a treatise which brings great
chance for fame. To be idle is to be forgotten, and to be credit to its author and has done good service in medicine.
forgotten is to cease to exist. The British public is inexorable While Dr. Fuller’s work on Rheumatism has deservedly gainedin recognising their servants only by their work. No past him our professional confidence, it also reflects honour on the
services can buy exemption, no great age bring valid excuse. school wherein were matured the experience and judgment
Let the statesman die, and his account is closed; his life is which served to place it on so sure a foundation. Other works
written, perhaps his statue is set up; or, still greater honour, I might refer to, but one I cannot pass by-one which has
he may give his name to a succeeding school of politicians ; but justly gained its editor a well-deserved reputation as an accom-
he must die in harness, and he must toil up to the mark to the plished surgeon and a careful and well-informed writer : I
last, or that worst oblivion will come over him, wherein people allude to " The System of Surgery" edited by my colleague
cease to criticize him, or even to abuse. Out of office or in and friend, Mr. Holmes.
office, in full popularity or in public disgrace, the condition In our prospectus certain prizes are mentioned, inducements
and the necessity are still the same. Those who aspire to lead offered to stimulate exertion and to reward industry. I am
must be industrious to wor7c, and they must always be bringing no advocate for the prize system. If the honest ambition to
up the produce of their industry to the public eye." succeed in life be not sufficient inducement to work, I fear
A school indebted to the genius of Hunter, strengthened by no prize can supplement the deficiency. But let me remark,
the researches of Baillie, conspicuous by the association of that if we perpetuate an evil, we endeavour to reduce it to
Jenner’s illustrious name, and enriched by the works and a minimum. We make the subject of each prize a strictly
teaching of Brodie, is surely a school equal to all your wants, practical one : the true and only objects of our efforts are, to
worthy your best exertions, sufficient to enable you to meet induce you to study the disorders of life in the wards, and the
the utmost wants of the public, and qualified to prepare you damages to structure after death-the only right method to
for the highest walks of your profession. gain an insight into the mysteries of disease and the secret of &pound;
You come here, gentlemen, I may figuratively say, deter- its management or relief.
mined to worsltip your profession at the shrine of a Temple It may be expected that I should say something of the
dedicated to Science and Humanity. You must study the nature of those studies which should form your chief occupa-
first that you may administer to the claims of the second; and tion while students here. But you will hear from others the
surely a more noble work cannot fall to the lot of man! When objects of each department of knowledge; and I should use-
Hunter and Baillie studied here, the hospital afforded little lessly occupy your time did I dilate on the particulars which,
more than half the present accommodation. No regular courses summed up, constitute a course of medical tuition.
of lectures were delivered. No dissecting-room was connected I may however remark, that Anatomy must ever be the
with the place. It possessed no library. Whatever museum foundation of your calling. On it you must build your strong-
there might have been consisted probably of small separate hold of Medicine and Surgery. I urge you to devote all your
collections of private individuals. Clinical instruction must spare time, and especially this first year, to the dissecting-
have been on a small scale. William Hunter mentions that room, to enable you to acquire a thorough knowledge of the
" a course of anatomy by one of the most respectable teachers human body. Believe me, it is only there you can successfully
of his day consisted in the dissection of a foetus for the nerves do this. Lectures and books are as nothing compared to the
and bloodvessels, and that the operations of surgery were lessons read and learned over a carefully dissected subject.
explained, to very little purpose indeed, upon a dog." The Physiology lends its charm to the study of the structure of
only course he attended in London consisted of the dissection the human frame, and opens out to the inquirer the wonderful
of two bodies for the whole class. His own lectures were deli- ways of nature in health and disease. The lighter, not less
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interesting or instructive, in some respects the more elegant,
studies of Chemistry and Botany, and other allies of Medicine,
afford, in addition, occupation and recreation, as taste may
dictate or fancy guide. Each and all must, however, receive
.their due share of attention and study. One of the happier
.incidents of our profession is, that in its prosecution you may
attach yourselves, if your tastes so direct, to the especial study
of any one of these subjects. And if you but master your
work, numberless opportunities present themselves, in these
days of advancing education, by which you may secure em-
ployment, and relinquish the anxious occupation of a profession
.for the more congenial study of a favourite science.
But of all points, let me impress upon you that this is the
:most important&mdash;the study of disease by the bedside. In the
.study of disease we have to look beyond anatomy and phy-
siology. A knowledge of anatomy and all else is subservient
to the higher attribute, to be able to discriminate between
symptoms, to detect actual disease, and. to apply the appro-
priate remedy. If you shun or neglect the wards ; if you are
indifferent accurately to watch the phases of disease by the
bedside; if you neglect to note cases, to record their symp-
.toms and treatment, to follow them in their convalescence, or
track them to the post-mortem room, and there enter in your
-case-book the dealings with death, you can never attain to a
position in your profession, to command the confidence of the
public, to gain the respect of your professional brethren, or
place yourselves in a position of authority. By following the
course indicated, you will develop your powers of observation,
you will improve your capacity of discrimination, you will
.acquire a rapidity of judgment which no book-worm or mere
theorist can ever obtain. It is not the accumulation of a large
number of facts, or a superficial glance at a large amount of
disease, that can make the wise and practical physician. He
must possess the greater quality of ,judgment based upon obser-
vation. Your range of observation must be the wards, where
disease may be studied ; and the chamber where after death dis-
.section discloses its ravages. And what a field of investigation 
there lies before you! Though the ground has been often
turned, and rich the harvest of results taken therefrom, there
remains behind a vast amount of treasure yet to be secured, a
large tract of country as yet imperfectly examined.
Nearly thirty years have passed since I was a student here.
What has been done in that time towards the advancement of
.medicine or the improvement of surgery ? The operation of
lithotrity was just springing into general use, and complicated
machinery was considered essential to its successful per-
formance. How simple the means, how easy the method, by
which we now secure and crumble the stone. Operations for
closing a fissured palate, thanks to William Fergusson, or
fistulous openings in the female bladder, thanks to Marion
.Sims, are, as a rule, uniformly successful, and that by measures
of a very simple nature, applied with freedom and facility;
whereas, as a rule, they were formerly hopelessly undertaken.
Amputation for extensively diseased joints was the rule of
treatment, and though the rule may not be entirely reversed,
.excision of joints is daily becoming less the exception. We have
ample evidence, thanks to Syme, the late Mr. Jones, of Jersey,
.and others, that from the hip to the ankle, from the shoulder
to the wrist, any articulation may thus be successfully dealt
with. The improved and simple treatment of aneurism by
compression owes its late origin and general adoption in prac-
tice to the intelligence and perseverance of our professional
brethren of the sister isle, and has rendered the treatment of
that formidable casualty, in a vast majority of cases, a matter
of safety and certainty without further operation.
The study of microscopical anatomy, healthy and morbid,
has greatly advanced our knowledge. The ophthalmoscope
places within view diseases of the retina which formerly, by
their obscurity, puzzled the most expert and experienced; and
the laryngoscope and endoscope enable us to detect evils with
the eye heretofore entirely hid from view, and only, in the
.majority of cases, to be detected by the touch.
The removal of ovarian tumours by the knife has shed a
,new light on the treatment of a disease generally fatal, and
that often with rapid strides. Though we cannot but regard
the operation as one attended with considerable risk, and are
conscious that for its successful performance great care andjudgment are requisite in the selection of cases, we, as scien-
tific and humane practitioners, should be always ready to weigh
its chances of success against a too certainly fatal result if the
disease be not arrested; nor should we condemn the operation
by hasty or partial views, based rather on prejudice than ex-
perience. We should always be prepared to regard its dangers
or its prcspects of prolonging life in tho same calm and disin-
terested spirit which should influence all our attempts to deal
with the sufferings and disorders of mankind. One of the re-
sults of the operation has brought to light an interesting and
important illustration of the force of fact over theory. We tiethe pedicle of an ovarian tumour with a metallic ligature; we
cut off the mass near the part at which the wire is applied, re-
turn the remainder of the pedicle with the ligature attached
into the abdomen, and close that cavity permanently with
sutures. The patient recovers. This is a remarkable lesson.
Remember, the ligature round the pedicle has, beyond the
point of its embrace, a strangulated portion of the stump : so
tightly constricted is the pedicle by the wire, that no blood
escapes from it when the tumour is severed from its root. If
the piece of pedicle beyond the ligature, instead of being re-
turned into the abdomen, were to be exposed as formerly in
the wound, the constriction of the ligature would make it
slough-the contact of the air would soon make it putrid ; it
would die and separate from the parent stem where cut by the
ligature. In its death and discharge it has often assisted to
destroy that life which, by the very application of the liga-
ture, we sought to prolong. But mark, we now return the
pedicle and ligature into the abdomen ; we shut it up therein ;
therein it is equally strangulated as if left in the wound. Shut
off from the action of oxygen, it would seem not to putrefy, but
to become a part of the living person. I might be more cor-
rect if I said it never ceased to live. It becomes, probably,
rapidly surrounded by living fibrin, and subsequently absorbed
or degenerated, or may be encysted, with its companion of
safety-the wire ligature; but whatever be the exact process
of its disposal, the safety of the patient is enhanced by this
proceeding. Thirty years ago such treatment would probably
have been considered a fatal error. Thirty years have passed,
and we discover it to be the safest in dealing with the diffi.
culties connected with the management of an ovarian pedicle.
So far we have spoken only of the importance of recognising
the symptoms of disease, and of acquiring a sound knowledge
of its course and effects, that we may hopefully combat its
attacks, and remedy its consequences. But there is a grand
object for investigation and inquiry besides. It is the search
into the causes of disease, with a view to its prevention-the
study of sanitary science. On such a subject much might be
said did the passing hour permit. In importance it deserves
your highest consideration. It concerns your own, as also the
welfare of all with whom you come in contact. Its importance
is daily of greater moment with the increase of population, and
its interest becomes more general with the spread of knowledge.
In your private residence, in public institutions, in the position
of cities, or in the arrangement of the cottage; in everything
that relates to life and health, the necessity of efficient sani-
tary arrangements becomes daily more impressed on the public
mind, and consequently a correct knowledge of its principles is
essential to the medical man. In civil administration and in
military command its necessity and its importance are equally
manifest. Dr. Lind remarks that "the founders of great
towns, and the governors of extensive provinces, through igno-
rance or mistake, have exposed populous and magnificent cities
to an annual and pestilential destruction." There are few
houses in towns, still fewer in the country, in which the seeds
of that "pestilence which walketh in darkness," and "the
destruction that wasteth at noonday," are not to be found
ready to germinate if the occasion should arise; and the in.
habitants wonder and are dismayed that fever, pysemia,
cholera, or diphtheria run their rapid and fatal course un-
checked by experience, and in spite of the warnings of medical
men. The neglect of the most simple sanitary precautions has
been dearly purchased by some of the best blood of England.
In the three years’ campaign of the Crimea by far the largest
proportion of the frightful mortality amongst our troops was
occasioned by disease and privation, the result, in the onset, of
an indifference to the commonest dictates of prudence, and an
entire neglect of the most simple and economical sanitary pre.
cautions.
Gentlemen, on the completion of your studies the provision
for the future must necessarily be considered, and seriously,
by you all. You have to choose between the better prospects
i of private practice and the comparative freedom from anxiety,
but with the small, though certain, pay of public service. If
you have confidence in your attainments, in your powers to
work, in your capacity to contend successfully with difficulties,
or in your courage to stand undaunted before disappointments,
let me press you to select the field of private enterprise, and
avoid the inconveniences and restrictions experienced by those
who enter the military and naval medical services. In private
practice you have at least the stimulus to work to ensure inde-
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pendence, and that independence may be generally attained in
the midst of all your toils and anxieties is no small considera-
tion. Its prospect gives strength in all your anxious labours.
Its attainment carries weight in your social grade, and affords
opportunities of professional kindness which all should aspire
to, and most in our class carry out. It is the rightful reward
of a well-spent life devoted to an arduous profession.
Had time permitted, I should have spoken more fully on
the duties and position of medical men in the sister services,
to justify the advice I have ventured to give ; but I can only
refer to the subject thus briefly. You may learn, if you
choose to inquire, that the Government do injustice to them-
selves, as well as to those whom they enlist in their service,
by the system now in force as regards the medical service.
The result is a considerable annual outlay from an unnecessary
mortality among our troops, the effect of a supposed economy,
and a mistaken policy in restricting the duties and lowering
the status of the medical officer.
Gentlemen, my task is nearly concluded ; with it, yours is
about to commence. I have endeavoured to point out to you
that energy, perseverance, and industry can secure here, as
elsewhere, a satisfactory if not an abundant success ; that de-
votion to your profession may obtain immortal reputation;
that within these walls there exist ample opportunities to
qualify yourselves for the profession, which exacts all you can
give it, ill time, in talent, in patience-a profession which will
do justice to you, provided you do justice to it and to your-
s2lves. Be stimulated by right-minded and honourable ambi-
tion to strive to do your best, to work honestly without let or
hindrance, to seek to master the various difficulties of our in-
tricate art, and to leave the position and reward of your labour
to unfold themselves to that time which will surely come, and
to that overruling Providence which governs all things. Am-
bition to attain success should be your constant stimulus-
that ambition which spurns idleness and abhors dissipation.
For be assured that well-regulated ambition is a lottery in
which there are many prizes ; in dissipation every man draws
a blank.
The prizes of our profession are few and small with reference
to public honours or public distinction. Our profession is a
dealing with private life ; and in the intercourse with the
caprices of humanity, manner and conduct weigh much, and
to some extent rightly, in the scale of professional success. A
rough, unpolished exterior, egotism, or eccentricity, or an in-
difference to the feelings of others, often mar the prospects of
the highest talent or the most profound judgment. Let your
conduct therefore be in keeping with your attainments and
your calling. As you seek to perfect your knowledge of dis-
ease to enable you to relieve suffering, so seek to make your
mauners such that you may secure the confidence and the
estimation of your patients.
Gentlemen, our profession, it must be admitted, is full of
difficulties; the practice of it is often full of disappointments.
But you will successfully contend with the former, you will
bravely and patiently bear with the latter, if your motto be
work- and duty; if you will strive, strive to your utmost, to
make your professional conduct such, that your opinions, yourjudgment, and your demeanour shall be universally respected;
if you will strive, strive with all your power, to make your
private conduct such that you shall be universally beloved.
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ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.
DR. ANDREW’S INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS.
THE lecturer, in his opening observations, remarked :-To-
day’s duty has been performed in this theatre so often and so
well, that its difficulties yearly increase. We can but offer
our best good wishes for your success, and point out the means
by which that success is to be attained-namely, by work,
honest daily work. Your time as students is too short for you
to be able to waste any of it with impunity; but if any of
you have already wasted more or less of it, remember that a
vigorous effort, a diligent use of the opportunities you enjoyhere, may still in part retrieve the past. You are bound to
work by many considerations : the serious responsibilities which
the practice of medicine must bring with it; the duty to main-
tain the ancient fame of our school, a school in which men like
those who have passed away from us this year-Mr. Lawrence
and Dr. Kirkes-have laboured. You have also to maintain
the credit of our calling, to take care that no disgrace falls
upon it through the fault of those who follow it. Our profes-
sion is a noble one; and yet there are reasons, some depending
on our own fault, which interfere with its proper recognition
by the public. Men expect too much from us, and, by de-
manding impossibilities, are led to deny the usefulness of the
knowledge which we really do possess. On our part, the
claims of our profession are not always advanced firmly orjudiciously. Argument on medical questions is sometimes
personal in its tone; and, owing to a vicious system, medicaldifferences of opinion come out with unpleasant distinctness in
courts of law. Practically, also, we do not assert sufficiently
the claims of medicine, as distinct from its ancillary sciences,
to an equal rank with other branches of physical research.
We, no less than those who pursue any other branch of phy-
sical inquiry, are engaged in the investigation of law, and in
the application for the benefit of mankind of the knowledge
here acquired. The object-matter of our inquiry is not less
certain, not less subject to law, than any other; the faculties
we must employ-reason, judgment, and accurate perception-
are the same; and yet the term " scientific" is denied to us.
The fault is partly our own. We mistake the end of our art.
Its perfection is to be judged of not solely by its results, but
by the capabilities of the material with which it deals. The
endowments of living structures cannot be altered or modified
except within very narrow limits. It is probable that there
are diseases which must always be as incurable as old age.
Again, there is often a tendency to make medicine a mystery :
we cannot do that, and at the same time claim a scientific
standing. On the other hand, we are apt to undervalue the
knowledge we do possess. Every science rests upon ultimate
facts-that is, facts which have not been explained; but in
medicine we are not content to accept anything unless we can.
at the same time explain it. But physiological reactions are
as certain as chemical ones, in disease not less than in health,
and belong to the same order of facts. Medicine, too, has
suffered, perhaps more than any other branch of knowledge,
from imperfect observation and hasty generalization; whilst its
successful study requires especial accuracy and caution. For
we cannot verify and repeat experiments, as in other sciences;
we cannot trifle with our patients’ lives, or control the con-
ditions under which we must work; and we may be also wil-
fully deceived by our patients themselves. The difficulties in
our way are so great, that we ought rather to wonder at the
! extent of our knowledge than complain of its incompleteness.
But we must remember that knowledge cannot remain sta-
, tionary ; it must advance, or else it will go back and be lost.
. It is the product of the labour of no single place or generation,
but of all. Each must contribute its fair share. Above all,
those who enjoy advantages such as ours must be blamable if
the progress of our art is retarded by their remissness.
CHARING-CROSS HOSPITAL.
INTRODUCTORY LECTURE BY DR. CHOWNE.
DR. CHOwNE commenced his address as follows,-In the
choice of a profession, and in considering and comparing the
peculiar circumstances which may recommend the Church,
the Law, or Physic, or indeed any other profession,-although
scarcely anything can be of greater importance than the mental
preference of the student, which for the most part carries a
mental aptitude along with it,-the ardent mind might fulfil
a determination to succeed; and the absence of a strong
early predilection must not be regarded as an insuperable
stumbling-block. To the votaries of medical science there are
many inducements ; although in the way of riches, titles, or
fame, in the ordinary sense of the latter word, they are but
few. Of the physician, indeed, the noiseless tenour of his way
is amongst his highest perfections, and his path through life is
rather of a kind to make him happy, than wealthy or great.
